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Cost Estimating  
Unit Cost: 
A cost per cubic yard was calculated for each site. These costs, as described below, are the required 
operational costs to place the material in its final resting place. Site acquisition and site development 
costs are not included because these costs divided by the total cubic yards dredged over 40 years 
amount to less than $1.00/cubic yard. As such, real estate acquisition costs were not a material factor in 
analyzing the sites for the DMMP.  

Operational costs include physically handling the dredged material by means of mechanically dredging 
the material out of the river, barging the material to the placement site, unloading the material, placing 
the material, trucking the material if required, additional expenses as defined in the mechanical 
dredging contract such as use of extra equipment or pushing material beyond 900’, and unloading the 
material in the cases of using the Temporary Placement sites. Mechanical dredging was assumed for 
cost comparisons because historically, most of the dredging in Pool 2 has been conducted in this 
manner. Hydraulic dredging typically is not cost-effective unless larger volumes are dredged than is 
normally dredged in this pool. However, hydraulic dredging may still be used in Pool 2 under some 
circumstances. 

Dredging:  
The unit price of $9.10 per cubic yard was obtained from the 2019 USACE Mechanical Dredging Contract 
for the base year (2019 dollars) which includes barging up to 4 miles, unloading and placing the material 
on land within a 900 foot push. The incremental cost for transporting dredged material 4-8 river miles is 
$1.15 per cubic yard, and an additional $.40 per cubic yard beyond 8 river miles. 

Trucking: 
The unit price per cubic yard was obtained from the 2019 Mechanical Dredging Contract for the base 
year (2019 dollars). These costs are $2.40/cubic yard for a distance up to 0.5 miles and $3.00/cubic yard 
for a distance between 0.5 miles and 1.5 miles. 

Placement: 
This cost includes any required equipment and labor required to move the material greater than 900 
feet. 

Unloading: 
This cost is applied to all temporary sites that eventually need to be unloaded. The unit price, 
$7.15/cubic yard was obtained from the 2019 Mechanical Dredging Contract for the base year (2019 
dollars).   
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